Round 1 – 16 Girls – Northern Storm Cyclones vs Coffs Coast Tigers (3 April 2011)
Cyclone Warning 1 – 2011

Cyclones (0) Vs Tigers (3)

 3-04-2011

Well quite a pleasing day all-in-all.  Sure we went down 3 nil at home but after a 12-1 shellacking from the Bellingen Bats in a friendly the week before, we showed a lot of improvement with room to grow.


The first half was quite ordinary.  The Tigers attacked with some very determined forwards and a dominating midfield.  We stood waiting for the ball and did not control well enough with the Tigers missing many shots in a highly congested goal area, we went to half time only 2 down.


Come the second half though and we started to get the hang of things.  Alana and Hamil showing some indication of what they are capable of, Dahna not just kicking the ball but looking and sending a lovely cross field ball.  Maddy turning on the Tigers defence and sending a perfect   pass ball.  The defence of Robyn, Casey, Lauren and Liz showing early signs of settling straight into a solid line up.  Alexie and Snowy doing a stirling job working hard to strike back with great finess and skill.  Emily running from one end of the field to the other, all game, hustling and creating opportunities.  Tarryn being fitter than in any other season and adding power to the left wing.  Best of all however was Ada our keeper who not having kept at  this level and only playing our friendly last week, stopped 3 cracker shots dead in their tracks with a disbelieving Tigers attack looking on.
Round 3 – 16 Girls – Northern Storm Cyclones vs Nambucca (8 May 2011)

Cyclone Activity 2

U-16 8/5/11

Nambucca 4 - Cyclones 4

Finally we get to play another game after all the wet weather.  The glorious day finds us with 10 players up against the home side with 15 players on the card.  My only directions are to do not worry to much about the wings and have fun. The rest is up to the girls.


Kick-off and Nambucca settle in very quickly and attack.  We cannot settle and are very disorganized everywhere.  Within 10 minutes Nambucca slot one in.  In one of those great moments our chief midfielder and centre forward swap positions.  Within 5 minutes its one all.  By half time its two all.  Nambucca keep  subbing, fresh legs and different skills keep us guessing but we are starting to find our rythme with quick counter attacks the best form of defence.  Alexie has two well placed goals to her credit with support from Maddy and Snowy.  The defence of  Lauren, Robyn & Casey quickly feeding to the mids of Dahna, Alana & Em who send it through.  Our keeper Ada puts heer body on the line time and again and improves under pressure.


Second half team talk is upbeat and everyone is enjoying themselves. Away we go and the tempo has picked up.  The girls throw themselves at everything and those who can chase and harry as best can.  The rust is starting to wear away.  Our kicks are getting more accurate and longer.  We start to move the ball around a bit more.  With 15 minutes to go and the score sits at 3 all after a cheeky chip from Em .  Then amazingly a series of two touch passes and a lucky fumble see the ball pass a charging Nambucca back and Alexie take it for a truly controlled goal whils being run down by a Nambucca army. Hatrick!  Unfortunatley one of the Nambucca players goes down awkwardly and badly damages her arm winning an ambulance ride.


Nambucca throw every thing at us and we are starting to tire.  Girls falling and unable to run down players.  We get pushed into our own quarter and from a corner and neat turn sees it in.  That’s how we finish.  


Nambucca get better every year. We maintain our never say die attitude.  I have nothing but admiration for our girls. Everyone gave what they had.  No one came of with a drop in the tank.

Round 5 – 16 Girls – Northern Storm Cyclones vs Boambee (14 May 2011)

Cyclone Activity 3

U-16 14/5/11

Cyclones 1- Boambee 3

A beautiful day at York St and the promise of a good game.   We are under strength and have a player brand new to the game, welcome Codie.  The girls take up new positions to try to balance out the team as best can.


Anyway we are off and running and things are a bit out of synch as players try to fit into new positions.  For the first 10 minutes we don’t really get out of our own half.  Then Snowy and Alexie get a chance at a fast break and slot one in with great Snowy starting to show some of the skills of past.  


Baombee come back cycling over their reserves.  Number 15 being of particular nuisance.  In one of those moments a handball in the penalty box sees Boambee equalize.  The rest of the half sees both teams to and fro with Boambee a slight edge in sheer number of attacks with a near of the post  shot cleared by Lauren who is holding the back line like a demon assisted by Casey and Robyn covering a sea of Marone.


The new girl Codie turns out to be a real goer and is trapping and heading anything with a little room.  Such promise.  Other new girl Alana is vastly improved over her last game as is Dahna who are both having a shot at midfield.  Tarryn is back but out of sorts with a knee infection but having a red hot go as is Liz playing stopper. Maddy up front is making the runs but can’t get clear air,  


The second half is much the same as the first except that a second hand ball see a second Boambee goal despite the goalies dive.  With 10 minutes to go Boambee finally get a straight goal after a loss of concentration saw all our players on one side of the pitch with only one defender in position.  It was all over in 3 seconds flat.


Yes it was a loss but individuals showed great moments and we never gave up.  Lauren Hasson played a huge role at the back and made charges from back to front as did Rob.  This is a good sign, backs willing to go up with the ball.  Our new players are finding there feet and if going on next season will have a ball.  Liz discovered she can play wing.  Snowy and Alexie are starting to get it together and all are having fun.


Next week we take on the Waves with a thing defence but a stronger wing.  Should be fun.

Round 7 – Men’s 1st Division – Northern Storm Thunder vs Westlawn Tigers (29 May 2011)

It was a successful day out for Northern Storm Football Club as the Thunder took all 6 points in Sunday afternoon’s senior games against Westlawn Tigers. Kick-off was delayed by an hour and the venue relocated from ‘The Cove’ to the club’s training ground of York Street due to a mix-up but once the matches were underway it was mainly one way traffic. The relocation meant that Storm will have gone through 8 rounds of the season having played only one game at their home ground.

Storm’s Under 21 side ran out 3-1 winners in a scrappy encounter where they rarely converted their dominance into goals. The goals came courtesy of a cool finish from left winger Daniel Harris, a composed low strike from Lachlan Binet and a close range header from Billy Irvine. Storm’s goalkeeper Jackson Lloyd was rarely tested due to a strong defensive performance, while late cameos from Peter Malith and Kapaw Too provided Storm with an extra attacking spark. Standout performances came from the experienced pair of Sal Kitila and Kiren Clerk in central midfield who calmed things down to ensure Storm took the points, and Dictor Dangrin and Tim Klingbiel in defence, both of whom played the full 90 minutes and defended resolutely.

First grade was a somewhat spiteful encounter punctuated by a first goal in many years for centre back and Storm captain Nathan Skinner, a thunderous strike from Jamie Kennedy which rattled the woodwork before almost piercing the back of the net, and a quality header from Jason Hart late in the game ensuring that the Thunder would end the afternoon with a 3-0 win. As was the case for the Under 21s, Storm dominated proceedings from the outset but didn’t make their pressure count on the scoreboard as much as they should have. Brendon Myers, returning from suspension, went close on a number of occasions, as did strike partner Tristan Albert and livewire midfielder Paul Malith, while Matt Latham worked hard in midfield contesting for possession. Mykel Watson turned in a typically reliable defensive performance and Adrian Keegan made some excellent saves on the few occasions he was called upon. The players later gathered for dinner and drinks at the club’s major sponsor, The Plantation Hotel.

Storm move to 3rd place in 1st Division and 6th place in Under 21s after their respective wins, and despite the disadvantage of their opposition having games in hand, they will look to maintain their winning ways in next week’s Dairyville Road encounters against Orara Valley Dingoes at 1pm and 3pm on Saturday. 

Round 8 – Men’s 1st Division – Northern Storm Thunder vs Orara Valley Dingoes (4 June 2011)

Northern Storm went into Saturday's games at Orara needing full points in both grades. Starting the day in the lofty position of 3rd, big things were expected of the Thunder First Grade side, who were looking to cement 3 points and keep in touch with the top 4. Unfortunately things did not exactly go as planned and the Dingoes had other ideas about the game’s outcome. 

The match started on a damp pitch under the cool afternoon skies of Dairyville Road with both sides playing scrappy football and neither settling into a consistent passing game. It was Orara who drew first blood, when just a few minutes into the match they capitalised on a miscommunication in the Storm backline to take the scoreline to 1-0 and send the enthusiastic home fans into delirium. The messy nature of the game continued through the half though Brendon Myers showed a keen eye for goal to nab an equaliser on the stroke of half time. 

Coming out in the second half with everything to play for, both sides were desperate for the win and it showed in the form of a number of physical challenges and minor verbal scuffles. It was Orara that gained the ascendancy however, as Storm failed to calm down and settle into their passing game. The home side's pressure paid off about 20 minutes into the half through a heavily deflected goal that snuck past the fingertips of the diving Adrian Keegan who put in a valiant effort throwing himself through the air in an attempt to keep it out. The remainder of the half saw a desperate Storm continue to press through Matt Latham and Tristan Albert but ultimately fail to trouble the scorers any further. Final score 2-1 to Orara and a disappointment for coach Jade Porter and his troops who will sort things out on the training paddock during the week.
Standout performances on the day came from Brendon Myers who ran himself into the ground and worked hard to finish the day with a well-deserved goal, Mykel Watson who was outstanding in defence and Jason Hart who worked like a terrier in the heart of the midfield. Storm will look to regroup next week against Coffs Coast Tigers at 'The Cove' and get their finals aspirations back on track by regaining their early season form.

Youth League turned in a dominant performance and put a strong Orara side to the sword with a comprehensive 7-2 victory. Storm started by piling pressure on the Orara defence right from the kickoff before going one up just a few minutes in. By the 25-minute mark they had taken a 4-0 lead and continued to press, having two shots cleared off the line and one disallowed. Just a few seconds before the referee blew his whistle for oranges, Orara snared a soft goal on the counter to make it 4-1. 



With coach Will Randall stressing the importance of finishing the game off and not resting on the strong performance of the first half during his team talk, Storm came out continuing to fire on all cylinders and further pressed home the advantage steadily taking the score to 7-1. A couple of minutes before full time an Orara attacker received the ball well ahead of the last Storm defender and slotted it away while the Storm players looked up in horror to see the linesman with his flag still down. With a final score of 7-2, Storm can be satisfied with an excellent performance apart from two minor and unfortunate blemishes.

Storm have now won 3 on the bounce in Youth League and are steadily climbing up the table, currently sitting just one point outside the top 4. Both teams are hoping to cause a few headaches for the Tigers in next week's encounters at 'The Cove' on Sunday, at 12pm (Youth) and 2pm (1st Grade), which are sure to be well worth watching.
Round 8 – 16 Girls – Northern Storm Cyclones vs Dorrigo Waratahs

Cyclone Activity 6


U-16 4/06/11


Dorrigo Waratah’s 3 – Cyclones 5

After all the rain recently, it was a joy to make our way to Dorrigo on a simply glorious day for a 10:00 kick off.


Come kick-off and we only had seven on the field against 10.  Setting a 2 – 3 – 1 field with a running keeper off we went.  Dorrigo turned out to be a much faster team than expected catching our two defenders ( Rob and Dahna) off guard.  Using the extra players Dorrigo exploited our weaknesses and constantly drove down the wing and sending cross balls. If we followed they hammered down the centre, which is exactly what I would expect our girls to do.  Shortly after start it was 1 nil then 2 nil.  However the forwards of Alexie with centre mid Snowy, started to push runs down the centre.  Slowly but surely getting through more and more, Dorrigo being saved time and again by weight of numbers and two fast, solid defenders. Just then Liz turned up with only 5 minutes to go and at least gave us one more body on the paddock.  Then Alexie got a break and put one in for a 2-1 half time score.  


Second half and Dorrigo came out looking to extend the lead with some snappy attacks and some really good forward runs making it 3 – 1, five minutes into the game.  Not giving up our team attacked as best can which consisted of getting the ball as quickly as possible to the guys up front.  Slowly Dorrigo slowed up fractionally either that or our girls started getting into the rhythm.  We started to get more of the ball, we got some lucky breaks and a quick ball forward from Alana gave Snowy a run who passed of to Alexie and thank you very much.  3-2. The crowd got interested.  At the 15 minute mark a technical foul gave us a go from 23 mtrs out.  Snowy put it top right no worries. Now we really came alive.  Dorrigo attacks but an intercept from Tarryn sailed over the backs giving Alexie another shot and YES 4 -3. Now heres a classic moment.  Dorrigo attacks.  Em our valiant keeper comes out as Dorrigo pass a momentarily ragged defence line, shoot and the ball skids around the right hand post almost spinning in.  Em takes the goal kick, sends it straight to a Dorrigo  forward who can’t believe her luck and charges in.  Em charges out. The ball hits Em and flys across goal to an incoming Dorrigo player ( our defence still getting back).  Em breaks the speed of sound and dives across the ball at the feet of the second attacker, looks up sees Alexie and two defenders on the half way line and lets a drop kick rip.  It bounces over the legs of the defender, Alexie charges on to it and within 15 seconds it’s 5-3. Thus endeth the match.


Well done ladies.  Many would have roled over.  You kept going.  Well done Dorrigo on a good game. You beat us to the ball and controlled the air far better.  We just had the legs in the end.

