Archives – 2010 Match Reports

Women's 1st Division - Round 1 (17 April 2010 vs Urunga)

The Cyclones met the unstoppable Raiders at 'The Cove' in a match in which the Storm's new coach Darren Honnery was more interested in looking at players ability rather than going for a win as this match was only a trial. 

The match started on an even keel with Storm midfielder Amanda Rudd in goal for an unavailable Cassie Wakewood. The Urunga girls as always looked sharp and knocked the ball around with precision. With the Storm girls constantly changing positions any cohesion was hard to come by. 

Halftime came with Urunga up 2 nil after some tough defending by new Storm girls Tara Pavel and Kelsey Knight. 

More positional changes at halftime saw the Urunga team slot in 4 quick goals after oranges. The Storm girls were concentrating on getting to know each others play whereas the Urunga girls have been together so successfully for a few seasons now and it was like they had had no off season. 

Two more goals to Urunga saw an 8 nil victory but the Storm had a couple of chances in which they should have taken. Stephanie Morrison's battle with Emma-Jane Manning late in the game resulted in Manning getting a stern reprimand from referee Payne and was quite fortunate to remain on the field. 

This trial showed Urunga are the benchmark again this season and the Cyclones have a few more weeks to get their full playing roster on the field and play as a team. 

2nd Division women was a strong 6 nil victory over the Cyclones who had several players unavailable. 

- Report by Rob Manning, Northern Storm FC 
Youth League - Round 1 (18 April 2010 vs Urunga Raiders)
Youth League ended in a 4-1 victory to the Raiders in a game that was a lot closer than the score suggests. 
The young Storm boys held their own till late in the match, with a 1-1 draw seeming likely until 3 goals late in the second half saw Urunga take home the points. 
The 1st half saw a solid defensive display from Dylan Westwood, Brendan Chorazy and Willie Li, with captain Tim Klingbiel dictating the play from sweeper. The defence was well organised and was only broken by a lucky long range goal from Sam Jarrett playing at central midfield for the Raiders.
The second half began in a fiery manner with Urunga's new recruit Steven Savage launching a studs-up tackle on Storm's Rick Elzer, which was met with a deserved yellow card. Minutes later, Savage broke away down the left hand side only to be stopped by a last ditch one-on-one challenge by Tim Klingbiel. Nathan Beal was stamping his authority on the midfield, putting in some great tackling work and creating a number of opportunities through his slide-rule passes to 'K-League marquee player' Kapaw Too and David Hau who were accompanying him in the midfield.
Finally Northern Storm broke through after Brendan Chorazy put Nathan Beal through in midfield. Beal's pass was good enough for Panyar to score through an acrobatic flicked header. Panyar has now scored 5 goals in just two matches after having scored 4 in Saturday's 6-5 nailbiter against Boambee in 3rd Division. The game was now evenly poised at 1-1, but Storm began to lapse late in the game.
With a tiring midfield, the Storm defence was left with a huge load. The relatively inexperienced Nathan Standing was giving his all at centre-back but the Urunga midfielders were breaching Storm's middle third with consummate ease so he was left with simply too much to deal with. Rick Elzer continued to work well out wide but the Urunga attacking raids eventually resulted in two long range goals over goalkeeper Mitch Connor to put the score at 3-1. With Tim Klingbiel and Willie Li now on the bench and the back-line showing little initiative and communication, Brendan Chorazy was run ragged on the right flank and Urunga scored one further goal to leave the final scoreline at 4-1.
Despite the scoreline, this relatively inexperienced Youth League side (containing only 3 members of last year's squad) have shown great progress and continue to improve markedly each week. Well done boys.
Men's 1st Division - Round 1 (18 April 2010 vs Urunga Raiders)
TOUGH BATTLE AT ‘THE COVE’
Under threatening skies an interested crowd had made their way to the “Cove” to see if the Storm “Thunder” could hold out a Raiders team that for season 2010 had secured the services of former 2006 premiership winning players Bradd Danzey, Grant Homes and Mitchell Tutt. The Storm would be without Frank La Spada and Michael Turner.
The game commenced under referee Bruce Mackie and the Raiders started the stronger but never really threatened the Storm’s goal. After 15 minutes the Storm had settled into a possession holding passing game and this was frustrating the Raiders. Tristan Albert was causing headaches on the left for the Raiders defence and strong tackling was the order of the day. A move from the back released Albert mid way through the 1st half and a great cross found young Ryan Cole in the box and he calmly put the Storm up 1 nil.
The remainder of the half was controlled by the Storm and frustrations were setting in on some tired Raiders players and Mitchell Tutt and Ryan Cole in particular seeing a lot of each other resulting in a yellow card for Cole.  Halftime came with the Storm up 1 nil.
With the crowd still lined up for their hot roast rolls the 2nd half commenced and Urunga seemed rejuvenated and after were rewarded a free kick just outside the penalty area by referee Mackie. The Raiders new Irish import Aaron Murren stepped up and his shot beat everybody to even the scores.
This awoke the Storm and they again dominated in attack and only strong defence kept the score even.
Matt Latham was everywhere on the park and was causing havoc for the Raiders defence. The service from Nathan Skinner and Mykel Watson was putting Latham and Sam Sawtell into space and tiring an already tired Raiders backline. 
Fresh legs were required on both sides and Beajay Wendt for the Storm and Sinai Shaul for the Raiders were both injected into the game and caused trouble for their opponents. 
The Storm were now finding open space and Ryan Cole was very unlucky not to score on 2 occasions with only the crossbar saving the Raiders. Luke Venn was also shown a yellow card as frustrations crept in and the biggest cheer of the day came when Mitchell Tutt was also shown a yellow card. 
The Raiders had 2 late chances to score but were denied by keeper Brad Palmer and another excellent free kick from 35 metres by Aaron Murren was also close to the mark.
The game finished in a draw leaving the Storm players disappointed as they believed they had done enough to win and the Raiders also disappointed as they believe they are stronger than 2009 when they finished third.
With many pundits installing Urunga as Premiership favourites for 2010 this result was a good outcome for the Storm boys who really trained well in the off season.
Man of the match for the Storm was Matty Latham and for the Raiders Aaron Murren who with his Irish accent left many at The Plantation Hotel asking “what did he say”.
Rob Manning
NSFC.
13 Girls - Round 1 (17 April 2010 vs Sawtell)

Date: 17/04/10     At: York St     Score: 4-4  

A great start to the season. We were missing players in 2 very important positions and only had 10 on the field. We still played very well and could easily have won this game. We started a little disorganised in defence and after 5 minutes were down 0 -2. Once we got our defence right we controlled the remainder of the game and almost did enough to win but really needed 1 extra player up front. Great passing and control of possession made it a pleasure to watch the game. You are all carrying out what we have worked on at training and we will just get better and better if we keep at this .   

Backs: 
Polly - Great effort as keeper in the 1st half, and some very strong defence in the 2nd half 

Alex – really safe in the middle, you understand your role very well 

Alyce - you are getting stronger on the ball and more confident, thanks heaps for volunteering for goalkeeper in the 2nd half 

Ella – excellent positional play , you held together the defence very well

Clare - great stuff , you are improving every week and it is really good to watch

Things to work on: Keeping the play wide, looking for a pass instead of a clearing kick when we have time

Midfield: 
Meg – awesome defence and good passing , great chasing back when we were defending 

Ruby - good persistence in attack & defence , keep it up

Charlotte - great game , you added a lot every time you were involved in attack 

Holly - super effort , you have really strengthened our midfield 

Things to work on: Controlling possession - keep the ball until you can pass it off

Forwards: 
Naomi – excellent game, you never stopped running and with another striker up front we could have had a few more goals

Things to work on: Keep those triangles going with midfield until we get a shot at goal

15 Girls – Round 2 (24 April 2010 vs Sawtell)

From the Sideline #1
15 Cyclones Vs Sawtell Scorpions 
at Sawtell 24th April 24, 2010
Cyclones 4 – Scorpions 0
 
Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions.
 
Having a first round bye meant that this would be our first hit out as a new look team.  The weather was on its best behavior and the girls were raring to have a go.
            From the whistle the girls attacked Sawtells half and the best thing happened. We started to pass the ball around immediately.  A far cry from previous years when we took half a game to warm up.  The girls used the wings well, combining to open up the Sawtell midfield and stretching their defence.   Early on Alexi slotted one through after a neat run.
            Sawtell were not going to take this lying down and came back with a quick run down the left wing. The Cyclone defensive team was up to the test and were able to intercept and short pass to mid who set up for an immediate counter attack.
            From the 15 minute mark our midfield, in wonderful combinations, really started to dominate through passing, quick runs and long shots, to the point were Vienna put one away herself.
            We rotated to give our new players a go in different positions and Dahna, who had never played soccer before got into positions well, passed and hassled.  Unfortunately Dahna rolled her ankle halfway into the second half.
            The Second half really opened up for us.  The defence was starting to warm to the job with longer balls back to the forwards not allowing the Sawtell mids to break out of their 1/3.  Paris was crumbing well adding pressure.  The one breakout Sawtell made was stopped well by our emergency keeper Emily who immediately cleared over the Sawtell mids giving our forward more time to set for goal.  2 more goals ensued that were set up well with everyone getting and having a go. 
            It was great team play.  We now start to fine tune as we prepare to meet Bellingen next week which is always a good close affair.
 
Andrew
Women’s 1st Division – Round 2 (24 April 2010 vs Boambee)

CYCLONES DIG IN
In a game that counted for nothing but pride the Storm Cyclones took on the Boambee Eagles at Ayrshire Park.
With 11 girls unavailable for the Storm including 5 of the 1st Grade team and 9 girls backing up from 2nd Division all the cards were stacked in the Eagles favour. On fresh legs the Eagles started quickly and go to girl Kylie McDonald was finding open space and the back of the net.
Despite being on tired legs the Cyclones were giving their all and Amanda Rudd and Tara Pavel were having very strong games with Rudd scoring to bring the score back to 5 to 1 and soon after a trademark indirect free kick from 25 metres out from Emma-Jane Manning beat the wall and left keeper Stevie Wickens to pick the ball out of the back of the net. Halftime saw the Eagles up by 3.
The 2nd half with the Cyclones down to 1 substitute should have been a cake walk for the Eagles. No one told the Storm girls that and in fact they dominated the half and only wayward shooting finishing in front of goal stopped them edging closer. Amanda Rudd was causing no end of trouble for the Eagles as was Elicia Webber’s pace and Tara Pavel was controlling the midfield. Boambee also had their chances but they too were wayward.
Gaby Nash in her 2nd game of the day was showing great determination for the Cyclones and having a strong game. Hannah Barrett was playing was well for the Eagles down the left hand side.
A late goal to Kylie McDonald saw the Eagles win the “friendly” 6 to 2 in what would have been a disappointing half for Eagles coach Neil Witherdin but on the other bench Cyclones boss Darren Honnery was thrilled with his charges guts and determination. He was especially pleased with Isabella Craig who played with an Achilles problem and keeper Cassie Wakewood who has a badly injured thumb.
The Cyclones hope to have all players on deck in next couple of weeks for the start of the 1sr Division competition.
2nd Division which has started for points saw a 2 to 1 win to the Cyclones who get their 1st points for the year.
Both team take on Corindi RedRock next week at Corindi which is always an “interesting” day.
Rob Manning
NSFC
Youth League – Round 2 (25 April 2010 vs Boambee)

Youth League was a tense struggle and a late goal to Boambee saw them sneak home 2 to 1 in what was a much improved performance from the Storm who are slowly getting all their players on the paddock.

Storm started strongly with the central midfield pairing of Thomas Frewen and Nathan Beal working hard to win possession from Boambee's pairing Nick Sipple and Jarred Hall. The majority of the first half was a midfield battle, with Storm's strikers Panyar Mangar, Tim Klingbiel and Anthony Martin  rarely receiving any chances. Storm were unlucky to concede a goal from long range midway through the half as they had been matching Boambee every step of the way. 

Two interesting incidents occurred late in the half with Jackson Lloyd and Jarred Hall battling hard for possession eventually resulting in a heated off-the-ball argument for which Jackson received a yellow card. Around 5 minutes later, a well placed corner from Tim Klingbiel was on its way to the head of 'K-League marquee player' Kapaw Too when Peter Malith decided he would score with an outstretched arm. The referee reached into his pocket and many thought the card would be a different colour but Malith was lucky to escape with a yellow. 
In the dying minutes of the first half, after some great build-up play, Tom Frewen took on the defence and slotted home a great goal from a tight angle past the Boambee keeper. The half finished at 1-1 and the second half was sure to provide a great contest.

The second half began at a cautious pace, with both teams very tense and looking to scope out each other's weaknesses. Some good passing play by Brendan Chorazy and Jackson Lloyd down the right hand side resulted in a number of opportunities for the Storm, with Hugh Palmer putting two over the bar, Robert Bradford putting one wide and Panyar Mangar and Tim Klingbiel each getting one saved. 
Around the hour mark, the momentum started to turn the way of the home side, and Jarran Pfefferkorn and Rick Elzer were becoming pressured in the centre of defence. Eventually, Boambee resorted to extremely speculative attempts, and the winning goal was just that. A hopeful overhead kick with little pace looked to be heading straight into the hands of goalkeeper Mitch Connor but the flight deceived him and the ball ended up in the back of the net. A 2-1 loss in cruel circumstances for an ever-improving Storm side. Solid efforts especially by Jackson Lloyd, Brendan Chorazy and Panyar Mangar.
Men’s 1st Division – Round 2 (25 April 2010 vs Boambee)

STORM LOSE THEIR WAY
After starting the season on such a positive note expectations were high for the Storm’s clash with Boambee at Ayrshire Park on Sunday.
From the opening whistle all seemed normal for the Storm as they settled into a crisp passing game despite the corrugated iron field that is Ayrshire Park. The Storm appeared on top until a poor high clearance allowed a speculator from 30 metres from the Boambee defender who had come up and this found the back of the net. What was to transpire after that will be a major concern for coaches Breton and Brayshaw.
The structure that has been the Storm trademark thus far was lost and Wade Parker was constantly left unmarked and he soon got Boambee’s 2nd and the danger signs were there for all to see. The Storm did have some chances in the half but were off target rarely troubling Jake Stitt.
Following halftime Boambee could sense the Storm were in trouble and simply banged the ball down to the Parker brothers who were left on their own and the inevitable happened. Brady scored from a very well taken free kick from 30 metres and they soon got a gift from a penalty from the spot. More goals were to follow as panic and poor defense set in.
To put it simply the final score of 7 nil should be a wake up call for the Storm who up until then looked to be heading for their best ever season. Not all was lost for the Storm as Mykel Watson was playing a lone role at the back and without him the score could have been greater and as usual Luke Venn was strong in the midfield.
Many Storm faithful who had been talking finals bound were now discussing relegation woes this early on in the season and this is of great concern especially as next week they take on the Orara side who have beaten Coffs Utd and the Storm will be without keeper Brad Palmer who is unavailable.
13 Girls – Round 3 (1 May 2010 vs Coffs Tigers)

Date: 1/05/10     At: York St     Score: 1-2  
An awesome effort and a great quality game to watch. Against last year’s grand finalists it was always going to be tough and in the first half we were defending for long periods of time.  The girls held on for most of the half until the Tigers surprised us with a quick run down the right side to make it 0-1. Towards the end of the half we started to get some passes working and looked very good when this happened. 

The 2nd half was fantastic as we controlled possession a lot better and worked the ball around their quick backs. A great shot from Naomi saw us level the scores and we were right in the game. But the Tigers are a very good side & against the run of play got a lucky goal to make it 1-2. The last 10 minutes saw us on attack, desperately trying to get another goal but without luck. 

This was a great team effort and judging by this we will be right up there with the top teams this year. Well done girls!

 
Mike Lloyd (Coach)
15 Girls – Round 3 (1 May 2010 vs Bellingen)

From the Sideline #2

15 Cyclones Vs Bellingen Davannas

at York St, 1st May 2010

Cyclones 0 – Bellingen 1

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions.

Obviously not the result we were hoping for on such a beautiful day.  Uphill and into the slight breeze for the first half and as expected, Bello came out on the attack and kept our defence and midfield very busy.   We just could not seem to settle and played in a harried fashion.  Putting players in different positions probably did not help things a great deal but did let us see what the new players were capable of.  We did make some good attacks on the Bello goal but it was very much a Bello half with them putting the one goal away in the 31st minute.


Second half and with the breeze and downhill and the start was not great despite some really good individual runs by Vienna and Alexi.  Then our back started to get a feel for things and longer well directed balls started to find the mark.  The last 15 minutes we dominated but tired legs and a wall of Bello players just put it out of reach.  


Some positive results were, we selected out team captain, Vienna, our backs can deliver accurate cross field balls, our midfielders have great endurance and starting to get their game mindset happening and our forwards can set some great attacks. Individuals are showing increasing confidence and best of all we have retained our Never Say Die attitude.  


We went down fighting all the way……..well done ladies.
Cold Rock winners were (two games), Lauren and Tarryn.  Congratulations.

Andrew.

Women's 1st Division - Round 3 (1 May 2010 vs Corindi)

Another week played and no points on offer and again the Storm Cyclones had 6 girls backing up from ressies. The Breakers last year’s Grand Finalists were at full strength and coming off a big loss the previous week.
With the wind at their backs and running downhill the Cyclones appeared lost and all the early was made by the Breakers with the game a scrappy affair but Corindi were the far more organized with their structure. Any attack made by the Cyclones was well controlled by Laura Hall at sweeper and counter attack was centering around Kirra Bryce. It wasn’t long and Corindi went 1 up and it could have been more except for the brave keeping skills of Cassie Wakewood. Late in the half the Cyclones found some structure and Amanda Rudd put away the equalizer. Halftime came at 1 all.
With the wind at their backs Corindi started confidently against the Cyclones who were now on tired legs and they soon had their second goal to hit the front. The match became even more scrappy with Corindi attacking and the Storm hanging on. Another goal followed and Corindi led 3 to 1. 
The match finished at that score with not much being learnt about either side. Cassie Wakewood was outstanding in goals for the Cyclones and Elicia Webber was a constant threat up front. For Corindi, Kirra Bryce was great in attack and Laura Hall strong in defence.
The Cyclones hope to have most of their squad available next week for the game against Tigers which brings down the curtain on the “friendlies”
2nd Division was a 1 all draw in dour struggle and a point is always hard to come by at Corindi which pleased coach Don Riley.
Rob Manning
NSFC President

Men's 1st Division - Round 3 (2 May 2010 vs Orara)

STORM BOUNCE BACK
An outstanding day at the "Cove" saw the thunder and the Dingoes strive for not only the points on offer but to restore from pride from last week'’s losses. 

The storm were missing keeper Brad Palmer and the injured Mykel Watson and Beajay Wendt while the Dingoes were at full strength and full of confidence. Tom Frewen was the Storm custodian and had not played in goals for many years. 

The game started and the Storm where quick to settle into a solid passing game and were keeping possession for long periods. The Dingoes who had wildcard Evan Williams in the midfield were a lot less predictable but very dangerous. 

The Storm seemed to have more pace out wide than the Dingoes and Tristan Albert and Matt Latham were left in clear space often and Josh Harrigan was kept on his toes. 

A great interchange of passing soon found Ryan Cole 1 on 1 with Harrigan and he made no mistake; giving the lead to the Thunder. The Dingoes also were pressing forward the Storm backline were calm and repelled the strike power of Evan Williams and Dylan Loudon. Halftime came with the Storm up by 1. 

Soon after the restart the Dingoes seemed to be playing with more enthusiasm and looked to have equalized only to be called back from a linesman's offside flag. This was the signal for the Storm to switch back on and they constantly attacked down the flanks and only misguided shooting saved the Dingoes. 

The storm were unlucky not to score from a well taken corner while Ryan Cole, Sam Sawtell and Luke Venn were causing the Dingoes no end of trouble thanks to some great service from the back. 

At the other end of the field poor shooting was haunting the Dingoes and Tom (the tominator) Frewen was playing like Mark Schwarzer. 

Another goal to Ryan Cole saw the Storm go up by 2 and the Dingoes backline then seem to resort to the long ball but solid defending was on the Storm's menu. Tempers were fraying and a few yellow cards were issued to both sides but the Storm held on. 

With referee Whiteman's stopwatch beeping for fulltime, the Dingoes pulled 1 back. A very entertaining match was watched by a big crowd on a great day played by 2 well coached teams. 

Best for the Storm where Tom Frewen and Ryan Cole whilst Evan Williams got the Orara honours. 
15 Girls – Round 4 (8 May 2010 vs Nambucca)

From the Sideline #3

15 Cyclones Vs Nambucca Strikers

at Nambucca, 8th May 2010

Nambucca 0 –  Cyclones 6

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
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The game started in glorious conditions not so well. After our lack of team  game against Bellingen last week we were trying a new format.  Nambucca were switched on and we were asleep for the first 15 minutes.  Nambucca broke through us on several occasions but our sturdy centre back, Lauren, was able to send the ball over the side line and our keeper made some harried kick outs on the line……….,  and then……we started to move the ball about.  Emily on wing passed back to Robyn at right back who sent the ball forward and across play from the centre circle for our forwards to take on, instead it sailed uninterrupted to the far side netting.


The team came alive.  Shots from all over only missing by less than a ½ metre… A hand ball by Nambucca saw a penalty which Vienna made short work of.  The only thing spoiling our start was a foot injury to Casey.


The second half started with the Cyclones now awake.  We started far more in the groove and made much better use of the width.  Nambucca still made counter attacks with the pocket rockets at one stage opening our defence up concisely.  However we dominated and forced their midfield into defensive mode.  Vienna put her much deserved second one away as did Alexi, Iulia and Paris.  Emily, Tarryn and Maddy were unlucky not to get goals of their own.   Dahna our newest player lifted and passed really well and our kick outs and goal kicks have much improved on last year.

It was tops the way everyone was having a go. Our new formation with some practice is looking good.


Cold Rock award went to Robyn for her first goal.

Women’s 1st Division – Round 4 (8 May 2010 vs Coffs Tigers)
Another great day saw 2 teams missing players but desperate to get a win on the board before next weeks competition start.

With no bench players the Cyclones started positively and made good inroads through Jessie Reeves down the left hand side and solid defence and counter attack by Bonnie Chalker and Ellie Hayes. The Tigers main attack was centered around Hannah Wilson who is always a threat with pace and ball skills.

With Bonnie Chalker back this allowed Emma-Jane Manning more freedom to get forward and a great through ball found Elicia Webber who made no mistake and the Cyclones led by 1. A few misses by the Cyclones could have had them further in front but it wasn’t long and another run by Emma-Jane Manning found an unmarked Amanda Riley who secured the Cyclones 2nd goal. Halftime with the Cyclones up by 2.

After oranges the majority of the play was in the Tiger’s half but solid defence and missed opportunites kept the scorers quiet. Emma-Jane Manning hit a bullet like freekick from out wide which rattled the bar but her 45 metre free kick attempt brought about a tremendous save by the Tigers keeper who just managed to tip it over the bar. Ellie Hayes was making huge inroads into the Tigers tiring defence and soon Amanda Rudd got on the scorecard with a good finish.

Late in the game and 3 up the Cyclones switched off and goals to Hannah Wilson and Chantelle Wendt brought the Tigers back into it. 

Set for a tight finish Manning again found Elicia Webber after a searching run through the middle who sealed the game for the Cyclones with her second goal. Fulltime saw a morale boosting win by 2 to the Storm.

A very entertaining game played in great spirit by 2 teams who are yet to get their full squads on the park.

Best players for the Tigers were Hannah Wilson and Helen Moseley whilst Ellie Hayes was great for the Cyclones along with Jessie Reeves and Emma-Jane Manning found the extra freedom to her liking.

Rob Manning
NSFC
Men’s 1st Division – Round 4 (8 May 2010 vs Coffs Tigers)

With only goal difference separating these teams a close encounter was expected. The Tigers were missing Markis Nebo and the Storm still had Michael Turner, Beajay Wendt and Alex Jones out through injury but the biggest blow was the unavailability of Ryan Cole.
The Tiger’s pace is always a major concern and the Storm sat back and were content to let the Tigers come to them and then play out through good structured passing. Nathan Skinner was keeping Kodjo Adjassou quiet and the Tigers again relied on the long ball but to no avail.
Midway through the half Dane Dixon had a long range strike and Storm keeper made an error and believed it was going over the bar but it found the back of the net. 1 nil to the Tigers and the half finished that way and apart from the goal there was nothing between the sides but the Storm were badly missing Ryan Cole.
The 2nd half was much the same but Luke Venn was now making inroads through the Tigers middle and creating space for Tristan Albert out wide. Still the Tigers bombed the ball long but Skinner and Frank La Spada were quick to react and now Jeff Moss was attacking from right fullback.
The Storm firmly believed they had a chance to equalize when Venn was brought down by the last defender inside the box but to everyone’s amazement in the ground a free kick was awarded outside the area and no other action taken. Tempers were now at breaking point and cards were issued. The Storm made 3 substitutions late in the game and brought keeper Tom Frewen out in the field to striker and he immediately caused concern for the Tiger’s backline.
Disaster then struck the Storm when Anthony Martin dislocated his shoulder and this left the Storm a man down for the last 10 minutes.
A long ball found the Tigers attackers and despite being a good 4 metres offside play was allowed to continue and the Tigers had their 2nd.
A late goal saw the score blow out to 3 nil but this was in no way a reflection of the closeness of the game.
Best for the Tigers was Luke Stowe whilst Nathan Skinner was considered best on the park playing for the Storm.
Rob Manning
NSFC
Men's 1st Division - Round 5 (16 May 2010 vs Yamba Breakers)

STORM BLOW AWAY BREAKERS
A small crowd welcomed new boys Yamba to the “Cove” on the only Sunday match.
Yamba arrived full of confidence after holding out Orara and started the game positively. It wasn’t long before they retreated behind the ball as they found it all most impossible to break down the crisp passing game of the Storm. Tristan Albert was given plenty of space down the left and only a crowded goal line was keeping the scorers quiet. A moment of brilliance from Ryan Cole got the Storm’s first goal from a bicycle kick which gave Rod Menzies no chance to stop.
Soon after a tremendous athletic save by Menzies kept the score at 1 nil but it was obvious the Storm were hungry today. A great build up found Tom Frewen in front of goal to put the Storm up by 2 and nearly 3 when Jamie Kennedy narrowly missed. Kennedy then deceived the defence to find Luke Venn who made no mistake for the Storm’s 3rd.
Virtually from the kick off another individual piece of brilliance had Ryan Cole get his 2nd and the Storm were now playing all the game on Yamba’s turf.  Just prior to oranges Cole had his hat trick and halftime came at 5 nil to the Storm.  Yamba really had only 1 scoring chance in the half and all other attacks had been turned around by the Storm defence.
1st minute after the break and Cole thought he had scored again but the flag was up and the score remained. This seemed to spur Yamba on and a few errors by the Storm allowed Yamba some field position but their best chance was a free kick which sailed over the bar.
A hand ball in the box gave Luke Venn the opportunity from the spot and despite Rod Menzies pushing the shot away Venn followed up and found the net for a 6 nil lead.
The Storm were given a free kick for a back pass and keeper Menzies hotly disputed this and was given a yellow card. As Tom Frewen moved into the wall Menzies in a moment of madness shoved Frewen and was given his marching orders.
Storm coaching staff then made some changes and nothing seemed to change and Cole had his 4th after a great build up from the backline. Cole was unlucky not to have another as he rattled the bar soon after.
Tom Frewen got his 2nd late in the game and a great finish by Matt Latham rounded out the scoring for a 9 nil victory to the Storm.
A clinical display by the Storm and homework for Yamba who will be without stalwart Menzies next week.
Man of the match was Ryan Cole closely followed by Luke Venn but all 14 players executed their job well and hence the great result.
15 Girls - Round 5 (15 May 2010 vs Woolgoolga Waves)

From the Sideline #4
15 Cyclones Vs Woolgoolga Waves
at Woolgoolga, 15th May 2010
Woolgoolga 2 –  Cyclones 1
Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
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“Going down fighting all the way” probably sums up the game best…..and what a game this was.
         An unusually wind still Woopi field greeted us and for the first 5 minutes we took the game to Woopi in a nippy attacking play catching Woopi off guard resulting in a hand ball in the 18yard box which Vienna put away past a very valiant keeper.  It was not long however before Woopi using some very fast forwards and good solid 1-2 passing put one in the back of our net followed 10 minutes later by the second goal in similar fashion.  The Woopi team making very good use of breakaway play.
         The second half and the teams were very nip and tuck.  Both counter attacking well.  Woopi held the midfield better than us.  Then the girls started to get tired and we started to get back a bit more.  Longer balls having a surprisingly good effect by allowing our forwards some space. However in the nature of the game, we just could not convert our attacks into goals which is no reflection upon the quality of the shooting.  The Woopi keeper making two very good saves from what against most other teams were home and hosed.
         Am I unhappy with the team?  No way.  I discovered a lot about the girls’ abilities and determination.  The girls really put incredible effort into the game and really took it to Woopi.  Well done all round ladies.
 
Cold Rock winner was Emily Robertson.
13 Girls - Round 5 (15 May 2010 vs Dorrigo Waratahs)

Date: 15/05/10     At: Dorrigo    Score: 0-4  

Forget about the score for this game, this was a fantastic effort. We knew at the start of the year we could possibly be short for some games as a few players have other commitments. This was one of those weeks and with only 9 players against Dorrigo's 12 the odds were really against us. This is a very strong Dorrigo team and you could easily have given up, but instead you all fought very hard and made it difficult for them. We started off well , defending strongly and clearing the ball well from the back. It was difficult for us to get much going in attack as we simply didn’t have the numbers up front. A couple of little errors and an unlucky penalty kick let Dorrigo get 2 quick goals and then they added another good goal before half time. Alyce did a great job as keeper and looked calm. Clare & Meg were having great games in defence. 

At half time down 0-3 were we entitled to get tired but we came out strongly in the 2nd half and looked the better team for good periods of time. We only let in 1 lucky goal to Dorrigo (a mis-hit that floated over Finchy's head) in this half which was an amazing effort in defence. Some good attacking runs saw us getting into Dorrigo's box a few times and we almost scored from a penalty. You all kept running and giving everything right to the end and I have a feeling that next time we play Dorrigo it will be a very different score. 

Women’s 1st Division – Round 5 (15 May 2010 vs Woolgoolga Wildcats)

It was the start of the season proper for Women's 1st Division as the previous four matches did not count for points and Woolgoolga Wildcats were at home to Northern Storm Cyclones. 

It was a busy day out for the Storm defence, with the Woolgoolga attacking rampage starting from the whistle. 

After just ten minutes, Wildcat Ashli Deane found herself with space in the centre of the field and put a ball through for Bub Hosking. Bub took the ball into the box and slotted it past the keeper for the first goal of the match. 

Five minutes later, Kim Batty came out of the backline to start a run forward which ended in Woolgoolga's second goal and first of the day for Ashli Deane. This was quickly followed by a goal to Keely Thompson after a nice run down the right side. 

Janice Lacy put her name into the mix, scoring the fourth goal for Woolgoolga and Jasmin Courtenay followed with a cracking shot that slipped through the keeper's gloves. 

Just before halftime, Tahleah Murphy gave a ball to Ashli Deane who took it to the goal and calmly slotted it past the keeper to leave the score 6-0 to Woolgoolga at the break. 

After halftime, the Storm players seemed to find another gear and the Wildcats formation dropped off. Despite a number of chances, the Wildcats were unable to post any further score and the match ended how it did at the break. 

Great first time run in 1st division for Tahleah Murphy who backed up from a full game with Second Division. 

Final score: Woolgoolga 6 (Deane 2, Hosking 1, Thompson 1, Lacy 1, Courtenay 1) - Korora 0 

- Report by Teresa Fowler, Northern Storm Cyclones 
Women’s 1st Division – Round 6 (22 May 2010 vs Coffs City United Lionesses)

With many pundits having Coffs Utd as favourites for this years competition and Elicia Webber unavailable for the Storm things looked grim for the Cyclones.

Coffs started the match dominating the midfield and posted their 1st goal after 5 minutes. They maintained their rage with their 2nd on the 10 minute mark and their 3rd after a powerful strike by the 18 minute mark. 

The Cyclones seemed to settle down and on the half hour mark a clever passing movement between Tara Pavel and Emma-Jane Manning set free Amanda Riley and Amanda Rudd with Riley narrowly missing her target. At the other end of the field Cassie Wakewood was keeping brilliantly despite a badly injured hand. Debutante Lauren Hassen from the 15 Girls set up a chance for Amanda Rudd but her radar deserted her. Just before halftime Coffs had their 4th strike after gaining possession through some strong tackling by their midfield. Amanda Rudd had a chance right on the whistle to pull 1 back but again accuracy was her nemesis.

The second half started and the Cyclones appeared more organized and play was evenly divided in the field position battle. Coffs had a few chances but were halted either by Wakewood or the crossbar. The Cyclones midway through the half were again under pressure due to their 1st half work load and had trouble clearing their danger zone.

Cassie Wakewood then succumbed to her hand injury and swapped positions with sweeper Emma-Jane Manning. Jessie Reeves then started to expose Coffs left hand side but again the Cyclones radar was out.

With 5 minutes left on the clock Coffs had their 1st goal of the half and were up by 5. Right on full time they had their 6th after a turnover of possession following some enterprising Storm play.

Fulltime saw a well deserved win by the Lionesses and some injury and unavailability worries for the Cyclones.

Donna Reeves

Northern Storm
15 Girls – Round 6 (22 May 2010 vs Woolgoolga Sharks)
From the Sideline #5

at Korora, 22nd May 2010

Cyclones 17 – Sharks 0

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
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There are times when as a coach I know if the team is in a switched on or sleepy mode.  Today the girls were upbeat and bounding with energy.  This carried over into the team structure for the game when Captain and Vice-captain had the team set up with a very attacking lineup despite having our regular keeper out with a hand injury but ready to come on the field.


From the moment the ball came into play the girls attacked the ball immediately going on the attack.  At 3 minutes Vienna made an individual run and put the first of the goals away.  From there on in it was a feeding frenzy throughout the whole game.


We took the opportunity to shuffle the team around, including removing key players, and give players experience in different positions. We still held position well and it produced a smattering of goals not just from the more experienced players.


Yes Woolgoolga did make some runs at our goals.  Yes we did lose a little concentration allowing this.  However our defence was able to negate them.  One of which consisted of Liz simply putting her foot on the ball halting the play dead cold. For 5 seconds all players stopped and just looked at the ball under Liz’s foot.


Plays of the day.  Alexi making the perfect break from a lovely through ball leaving a flat Sharks defence floundering in her wake.  4 metres from the 18 yard box and not one Shark near…..trips over the ball!  I do not re-call teaching the Italian dive.


Tarryn keeping in the second half and knowing she could not clear the Shark forwards passed the ball to the side to a well positioned Vienna.  Nice thinking ladies.


Maddy Wilson sending the ball into the net at 150 Klm/hour….. from 1 metre out.  Yep, made sure of that one.


As I mentioned earlier Maddy our keeper was on the bench.  Team target was to get into a position where in the last 10 minutes we could bring Maddy on to get her first goal.  On comes Maddy and the first run was near perfect with the Shark keeper getting to the ball.  So close.  Next time.


As a post script, Lauren and Doborah backed up for the Womens first division game and aquited themselves well.

Cold rock winner was Maddy Wilson.

15 Girls – Round 7 (29 May 2010 vs Corindi)

From the Sideline #6

15 Cyclones Vs Corindi

at Corindi, 29th May 2010

Cyclones  by Forfeit

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
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In the spirit of the game.

Cold rock winner was Maddy ( keeper) for two goals.

Well as you can gather a very upbeat Storm team got to Corindi to find that unfortunately Corindi were unable to field a team but seeing we were there the Corindi coach, Bev, and I decided to split the girls into two teams and at 

least give the girls a run in the mud.

The ensuing giggles, smiles and general falling over a lot testament to the fun the game represents to these wonderful ladies. 
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Due to sunglasses we are unable to name the crowd.

PS:  Corindi do a lovely thick pumpkin soup.
Women’s 1st Division – Round 7 (29 May 2010 vs Sawtell Scorpions)

With both sides missing vital players and the Cyclones having 6 players backing up from earlier matches the signs were not good for a quality game.

The Cyclones started the stronger but Sawtell have the superior passing game and with Rebekah Oberleuter controlling play from the back they soon gained the upper hand. Ellie Hayes was chasing down every Sawtell breakaway and Cassie Wakewood despite playing with a hand injury was at her best in goals.

Poor marking led to the only goal of the half and Sawtell were looking like they could run away with the game in the 2nd half.

After oranges play became even more difficult in the slippery conditions and Sawtell maintained their structured play and the only bright spot for the Cyclones was when 15 year old Lauren Hassen made searching runs from left fullback.

A corner saw Sawtell gain their 2nd goal as again poor marking allowed a free header giving Wakewood no chance.

The game ended on that score in what was a game that never reached 1st Division standard. Rebekah Oberleuter was strong for Sawtell and without Ellie Hayes and Cassie Wakewood the Cyclones could have lost by many many more.

Rob Manning
NSFC

Men’s 1st Division – Round 7 (30 May 2010 vs Maclean Bobcats)
The rain cleared the crowd came and the roast beef rolls were hot. Not as hot as some Maclean coaching staff who were showing their disapproval at having to play 2 days in a row.

1st Division commenced and the “Plantation Hotel” sponsored Thunder were the faster to settle into a structured passing game which is usually Maclean’s forte. No quarter was being asked and certainly none given as good legal tackling was the order of the day. A well worked play from the back found Sam Sawtell who cleverly released Ryan Cole after 10 minutes and he beat Graeme Courte all ends up for a 1 nil lead to the Storm. Maclean then found their feet and as per normal started to move the ball well through their midfield to the dangerous Fraser Robinson but the Storm defence held and on the counter attack Sawtell again found Cole who his and the Storm’s second. Was an upset on the cards but it was a long way from home. Ryan Cole then had a 3rd chance soon after with a one on one with Courte but he held out albeit with his face.

From here on Maclean stepped up a gear but poor shooting was keeping them scoreless. Maclean were content trying to crack the Storm through the middle but the Thunder were dominating down the edges. This was now an arm wrestle and a free kick awarded just outside the box saw the Storm set a wall but as Matt Bryant moved in to hit it he miskicked and the wall jumped only the see it go under them and past an unsighted Tom Frewen. Maclean were now back in it and constantly attacked and right on half time an unmarked Fraser Robinson equalized after a corner. 

The 2nd half was a very physical affair with Maclean missing a few opportunities with poor shooting options but Tom Frewen was making sure nothing escaped his grasp. Jeff Moss was finding plenty of space down the right and setting his attackers up but strong defence was keeping the Storm at bay. Ryan Cole narrowly missed for the Storm and Robinson was being heavily marked the Thunder’s back four. 

Beejay Wendt came on for the Storm and his combination with Tristan Albert was really concerning the Bobcats with some narrow misses.

Right on fulltime a well worked manoevre by the Bobcats saw the ball in the back of the net only to be recalled by a linesman flag must to the relief of the Storm faithful.

Fulltime came at 2 all with teams probably thinking they could have got all the points.

Best for the Storm were Jeff Moss, Tristan Albert and Ryan Cole whilst Fraser Robinson and Lance Knibbs served the Bobcats well.

Youth League was great result for the Storm with a 2 to 1 victory over the competition leaders. This was also a physical game with the Storm deserved winners after jumping out to a 2 nil lead. They defended very well late and maintained their structure. All players played well with the Plantation Hotel award going to Tim Klingbiel.

Rob Manning
NSFC
Women’s 1st Division – Round 8 (12 June 2010 vs Urunga Raiders)
Urunga were missing some big guns and the Cyclones had 5 regular 1st graders out questioning the use of a long weekend to play catch up games.

The game started evenly with the first real chance coming to Urunga and testing Cassie Wakewood. Soon after Elicia Webber back after a 2 match absence beat 4 defenders only to be stopped by Kim Barker. Strong work in defence by Jerry Smythe and Gaby Nash gave up a corner which was perfectly executed and off the head. Urunga were 1 up.

Elicia Webber was testing the Urunga backline but it was a Raiders through ball that deceived the Storm and it was put away for 2 nil lead. Breeana Martin latched onto a loose Cyclones pass and despite Cassie Wakewood stopping the initial shot Martin followed up for a 3 nil lead.

A long throw in by Emma- Jane Manning found Elicia Webber’s feet who hit a bullet like shot from the 18 yard line which Kelly Archibald got fingers to only see it rebound in off the bar. Urunga had conceded their first goal of the season. They soon hit back with neat passing from the back which lead to a breakaway goal. Poor defence soon after conceded another and the score had quickly blown out to 5 to 1.

Brittni Rippon, Tara Pavel and Gaby Nash were making inroads in the Urunga defence but it was Urunga who had their 6th after another breakaway. Breeana Martin was causing huge headaches for the Storm backline. Halftime came at 6 to 1 and the writing was on the wall for the tired Storm girls who had no bench players.

Soon after half time Urunga had 2 more narrow misses but Wakewood and off target shooting was their nemesis. The tired Cyclones now began to scrap for the ball and tempers were being tested between Stephanie Morrison and Emma-Jane Manning. This seemed to put the Raiders off as their usual game of width disappeared.

25 minutes in and a nice pass found Webber whose pace beat and turned 2 defenders before wrong footing Archibald to get 1 back for the Storm They soon had another chance with a nice free kick move between Emma-Jane Manning and Tara Pavel hit the bar. Urunga then picked but their game but the defence of the Storm held out especially Jerri Smythe and Allison Jenkins being very strong. Wakewood was tested 1 more time tipping a shot over the bar and both sides were now very tired.

The match finished Urunga 6 Storm 2 with the Cyclones winning the 2nd half. A great result under the circumstances. Storm coach Darren Honnery was delighted with his girl’s efforts but Urunga coach Geoff Thorn commented “lucky we had a 1st half lead”.

Rob Manning
NSFC
15 Girls – Round 9 (19 June 2010 vs Urunga)
From the Sideline #7

15 Cyclones Vs Urunga

At Kororo, 19th June 2010

Cyclones 2 – Urunga 2

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

Today was a day of immense pride from parents and coach as the girls ran themselves ragged trying to keep Urunga at bay.  How so you ask?  Well as is the way of things in club soccer, the week saw our team numbers dwindle from 13 to 10.  Our regular goalie 

away meant it was volunteer time in the nets, illness taking out another and a late night slip on tiles made it the trifecta.


Urunga gave us some hope of an even match when a number of their players went to York St.  Oooops.


A team discussion saw us set a conservative structure with our 4 regular defenders on hand, 4 in mid and 1 lone ranger up forward.  The girls attacked immediately and pushed Urunga back.  At the 5 minute mark a foul on Vienna in the box saw a converted penalty and a surprise lead at half time.

The second half and again the girls took it to Urunga.  This time a mistimed kick from Alexi slipped between the Urunga keepers hands to give us a 2 nil lead.  At this stage the girls started getting tired after running Urunga’s constant first half attacks down at every opportunity.  Urunga started to make very good use of their subs and begun to open us up especially down our left hand side.  Urunga pushed us back dominating midfield and a very nice chip saw the score at 2-1.  10 minutes later a handball in the box saw an equalizer.  15 minutes to go and it was anyones match with Urunga really using the extra player well.  Emma our second half keeper did well to charge a free Urunga forward, missing the ball but causing a soft shot at an open goal which Lauren cleared of the line after a very good chase.  Even though Urunga had the greater, faster attack in the second half, we never gave up and created some good chances. 


With the girls having to play up to even stay in the game, we found some talents came to the fore that have been hidden to date and we are starting to pass back more.


With the full time whistle both coaches agreed it was a cliffhanger match.  I will say Urunga are a far cry from previous years.  They are fast, well drilled and tenacious. Just how we like it.


Well done ladies.  Cold rock awards went to Dahna, Liz, Casey and Vienna.
Women’s 1st Division – Round 9 (19 June 2010 vs Boambee Bombers)

The Cyclones once again had players backing up from reserve grade in what has now become a ludicrous situation with sufficient players available.

Boambee started like winners and soon had the Cyclones on the back foot. All the early play was at the Storm end and Cassie Wakewood was very busy in goals. Boambee’s go to girl Kylie McDonald was looking dangerous but it wasn’t until the 27th minute when McDonald released a speculator from 40 yards out that found the top left hand corner of the net. They soon had their 2nd with again McDonald scoring after some good passing. Boambee had managed to blot Elicia Webber out of the game and the Cyclones only bright light was the runs of Jessie Reeves down the right.

The 2nd half was much of the same with Boambee making inroads through the middle of the park with good combination running between McDonald and Klaryse Dam. But some good defence at the back by the Storm kept the scorers quiet.

Midway through the half disaster struck the Storm as McDonald made another break and sweeper Emma-Jane Manning watched her run by and score after Manning’s knee gave way.

Soon after Storm striker Izzy Craig back from an achilles injury reinjured herself and to be carried off. Boambee soon had their 4th goal with the Storm now very tired and disjointed.

Late in the game on a rare attacking raid Boambee keeper Stevie Wickens put her body on the line but in after a clash with Amanda Riley had to be assisted from the field.

Fulltime came at 4 nil to Boambee with McDonald the star with a hatrick. For the Storm Jessie Reeves tried hard as did young Lauren Hassen who has moved up from the under 15s.

Rob Manning

Men’s 1st Division – Round 9 (20 June 2010 vs Sawtell Scorpions)

SAME OLD STORY FOR THE STORM

A beautiful day at the Cove saw 2 struggling teams desperate for maximum points. The Scorpions looked at full strength but the Thunder would be without Ryan Cole but finally had Michael Turner back from injury.

From the kickoff Sawtell put a long high ball into the Storm box and it was cleared by Tristan Albert after a dubious hand ball by Sawtell. However the assistant referee had different ideas and after a long discussion with referee Graham he pointed to the spot. This brought howls of protest from the Storm and they were backed up by Sawtell who couldn’t believe their luck. Matt Parkins duly converted and the Storm were down by 1 after only 1 minute.

The Scorpions now had the luxury of playing from behind the ball whilst the Storm game plan was out the window. The half continued with Sawtell sitting back and when they did venture into the attacking zone wayward shooting never troubled Brad Palmer. The other end of the park was a different story with the Storm squandering at least 5 scoring chances. Luke Venn hit the bar, Nathan Skinner headed over the bar whilst unmarked, Tristan Albert missed with 2 shots across the face of goal but Jamie Kennedy pushed a shot wide with an open goal. Halftime came with Storm down by 1 and the small crowd stunned.

The 2nd half was a carbon copy with the Scorpions defending well close to goal but giving the Storm the run of the park. Jeff Moss in particular was enjoying paddocks of space on the right hand side but still the Storm were unable to finish. At one stage keeper Brad Palmer was standing at half way such was the field position of the Storm. A certain NCF employee commented during the match that the Storm had missed at least 8 genuine chances.

The Storm made some replacements and positional changes but still no joy. Constant attack was leaving a vulnerable backline and with no substitutes left an injured Jamie Kennedy was moved to sweeper. Late in the game this proved to be the nail in the Storm’s coffin as a long ball found Joel Parkin who went onto goal and leaving the Storm faithful stunned. 

The Storm play some of the best structured football in the competition but cannot find the rewards. Both these teams will take points off other teams in the 2nd round which is now their main aim. Best players were Rhys Watson for Sawtell and Michael Turner for the Storm in his comeback.

Prior to the match captain Luke Venn announced it was his last game for the Storm after securing a University spot on the Gold Coast. The club would like to thank Luke for his immense efforts and he will be sorely missed but we wish him all the best.

Youth League was 4 to 1 win by Sawtell who play as team and this was the undoing of the Storm.

Rob Manning

NSFC
15 Girls – Round 11 (3 July 2010 vs Sawtell Scorpions)
A perfect wind still clear blue sky set the scene for the start of our 2nd round.  The team roles up and most sound like a codral ad……all blocked nose and heavy chests.  With a full team and no subs this will be an interesting game. The girls seem upbeat and enthusiastic going about the warm up with more energy than normal.

With the kick off we send a quick ball forward and attack.  The ball moves around for the first 15 minutes being sent back by Sawtell defence in long kicks seeking the pocket rocket up forward.   The girls settled down and started to pass the ball around, Vienna making some good runs forward but tackled on the box consistently.  We started to move the ball from defence not just with clearing kicks but working it out to the mids, who in turn worked the spaces and started to send in from the side.  We even started to pass back.  A really good sign of things to come.  It was not all our way as Sawtell did the same to us with subs to spare getting in some very dangerous balls that hung up putting our keeper under pressure as the Scorpion forwards rushed looking for a dropped ball.  No chance as Lusty was on fire as to was Lauren who kept the girls in defence focused on the task.  Unfortunately the Sawtell keeper copped a kick to the hand when getting to the ball in a congested box.  Then the breakthough as Maddy put a ball into the net in a scrambling play in front of goals.  Maybe this unsettled the Scorpions a bit as within a few minutes Julia put one past the new keeper from the 18 yard box with a defender running her down quickly.  And so to half time.

A well constructed half time team talk with all having an input and the girls came out with clear ideas of what we had to do to hold onto our lead as we tired from no subs and colds to boot.  The girls stuck pretty well to plan and pushed Sawtell back into their own half for most of the remaining game.  Our defence tightened up working really well together and reduced the Sawtell attack further.  The mids and forward continued to attack the goal.  Most play taking place on one side of the field.  Then Vienna made a ripper run into the top of the box, saw 4 Scorpions in front and passed a beautiful ball across the box to a well positioned Tarryn who one touched it curling into the top of the net.  A classic piece of soccer play.  

The Scorpions came back with a really good run by the rocket who put a very neat low shot to the near post only to be dived upon by a determined keeper.  Some more runs by the Scorpions saw good opportunities missed as they could not just finish.  

Finally in a well supported run, Vienna hammered one home after taking the ball under control in front of the goal making no mistake.  Really well deserved. 

In closing I can honestly say this is one of the best TEAM games we have played with everyone playing their part.  Well done ladies.

Cold Rock award went to Vienna.
15 Girls – Round 11 (3 July 2010 vs Sawtell)

From the Sideline #8

15 Cyclones Vs Sawtell Scorpions

At Kororo, 3rd July 2010

Cyclones 4 – Scorpions 0

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

A perfect wind still clear blue sky set the scene for the start of our 2nd round.  The team roles up and most sound like a codral ad……all blocked nose and heavy chests.  With a full team and no subs this will be an interesting game. The girls seem upbeat and enthusiastic going about the warm up with more energy than normal.


With the kick off we send a quick ball forward and attack.  The ball moves around for the first 15 minutes being sent back by Sawtell defence in long kicks seeking the pocket rocket up forward.   The girls settled down and started to pass the ball around, Vienna making some good runs forward but tackled on the box consistently.  We started to move the ball from defence not just with clearing kicks but working it out to the mids, who in turn worked the spaces and started to send in from the side.  We even started to pass back.  A really good sign of things to come.  It was not all our way as Sawtell did the same to us with subs to spare, getting in some very dangerous balls that hung up, putting our keeper under pressure as the Scorpion forwards rushed looking for a dropped ball.  No chance as Lusty was on fire as to was Lauren who kept the girls in defence focused on the task.  Unfortunately the Sawtell keeper copped a kick to the hand when getting to the ball in a congested box.  Then the breakthough as Maddy put a ball into the net in scrambling play in front of goals.  Maybe this unsettled the Scorpions a bit as within a few minutes Julia put one past the new keeper from the 18 yard box with a defender running her down quickly.  And so to half time.


A well constructed half time team talk with all having an input and the girls came out with clear ideas of what we had to do to hold onto our lead as we tired from no subs and colds to boot.  The girls stuck pretty well to plan and pushed Sawtell back into their own half for most of the remaining game.  Our defence tightened up working really well together and reduced the Sawtell attack further.  The mids and forward continued to attack the goal.  Most play taking place on one side of the field.  Then Vienna made a ripper run into the top of the box, saw 4 Scorpions in front and passed a beautiful ball across the 18 to a well positioned Tarryn who one touched it curling into the top of the net.  A classic piece of soccer play.  


The Scorpions came back with a really good run by the rocket who put a very neat low shot to the near post only to be dived upon by a determined keeper.  Some more runs by the Scorpions saw good opportunities missed as they could not just finish.  


Finally in a well supported run, Vienna hammered one home after taking the ball under control in front of the goal making no mistake.  Really well deserved. 


In closing I can honestly say this is one of the best TEAM games we have played with everyone playing their part.  Well done ladies.

Cold Rock award went to Vienna.

Women’s 1st Division – Round 11 (3 July 2010 vs Coffs Coast Tigers)

NUMBERS AGAIN CYCLONES DOWNFALL

The Cove saw the bottom of the table clash between the Storm Cyclones and Coffs Tigers. Both teams badly in need of a morale boosting win. The big difference today would be the Tigers were full of fresh players and the Cyclones again had 5 players backing up after 4 no shows. 

The Tigers certainly started the stronger and with the return of Hannah Wilson easily controlled the midfield over a tired Cyclones team. The first goal came after the Storm failed to clear the penalty area and a lobbed shot found Cassie Wakewood off her line for the Tigers to score their goal of the season.

From then till halftime the Tigers dominated as the tired and sluggish Cyclones failed to put many passes together. The Tigers defence was resolute and chances for the Storm were rare.

The 2nd half was much of the same with both teams hitting the bar but the Tigers went 2 up when an exhausted Storm defence allowed Rachel Mounter to line up a shot just inside the area and give Cassie Wakewood no chance of stopping it. The Tiger’s tails were up and further bad news for Storm came when they were reduced to 10 players with an injury to Ellie Hayes.

With 12 minutes to go Cassie Wakewood was moved to sweeper and this allowed Emma-Jane Manning to join Elicia Webber up front. All of a sudden the Storm lifted and nice passing movement by Webber, Manning and Amanda Riley saw the Storm pull 1 back with Webber scoring. The Cyclones continued to attack but failed to equalize which was not helped due to sheer exhaustion. Fulltime came with a deserved win to the Tigers.

2nd Division was an 8 nil win for an 8 girl Storm team over an 8 girl Boambee team.

Rob Manning

NSFC
Men’s 1st Division – Round 11 (4 July 2010 vs Boambee Bombers)

NEW KID IN TOWN

Sunday brought perfect weather a big crowd and a very confident Boambee team to the “Cove”.
Referee Dave Morgan got the game underway as Boss Breton stood in the technical area. The early exchanges saw some nice passing by the Storm but the Parker brothers were lurking up front. The Storm had slightly the better of the play but a shot by Wade Parker could only be knocked away by Brad Palmer and Steve Worley was on hand for the scraps. Boambee up 1 nil.
This seemed to lift the Storm and wasn’t long after the ball found Ryan Cole’s feet after some tremendous work by Tristan Albert who seemed to be everywhere and Cole made no mistake beating Jake Stitt all ends up. It was Boambee’s turn to attack and through some good work by Grant Scully and Matt Hughes they had the better of field position but Brad Palmer and Nathan Skinner kept the Bombers at bay.
Then the goal of the season happened. Brady Parker was in possession 25 metres from goal and eyeing another strike  but young Ryan Cole had made a super effort to get back and defend dispossessing Parker. Cole then passed off to midfield who found Tristan Albert in space and he found Ryan Cole who had motored back unbelievably and got the pass from Albert and blastered the ball past Stitt. Storm up by 1.
Disaster then struck the Storm right on halftime when the ever present Steve Worley got his 2nd after the Storm failed to defuse a scoring chance. Halftime 2 all.
Boambee had the use of the wind in the 2nd half and this may have been a disadvantage as most of their shots were way off target. Wade Parker found himself on the end of a high ball and no defenders in sight, he headed the ball from close range to what all thought was an open goal only to see Brad Palmer miraculously get across and grasp the ball.
Cole and Albert were causing havoc to the Boambee backline through some great lead up by Mykel Watson and a Cole bullet was heading towards goal but Stitt was in great position until Jamie Kennedy deflected the ball leaving Stitt stranded. Storm again up by 1.
Boambee then seemed to panic and their main option was the long ball to the Parker brothers. The Storm backline led by Nathan Skinner and Michael Turner had little trouble with that tactic. A corner then brought the Storm undone with Matt Hughes getting above the pack to head past Palmer. Scores again level.
With 15 left on the clock Brady Parker stepped on his left foot and released a curling thunderbolt that was heading to net. Enter Brad Palmer was flew across goal 5 feet in the air horizontally to tip the shot away. Save of the year.
It wasn’t over yet. Cole had made another inroad from a Sam Sawtell pass and turned on to his left foot from 25 metres wide out and released a shot that turned in the last couple of metres to avoid a diving Jake Stitt hit the bar and go in. Storm up by 1 again.
The match finished with the Storm up 4 to 3 and being deserved winners. Storm men of the match went to Tristan Albert and Ryan Cole with Brad Palmer only a whisker behind. Boambee’s best player was Matt Hughes.
Youth league was a 3 nil win to Boambee over a Storm side couldn’t find the net after some good defending by the Bombers.

15 Girls – Round 12 (17 July 2010 vs Bellingen DeVannas)

From the Sideline #9

Bellingen DeVanaa Vs Cyclones

At b

  At Bellingen, 17th July 2010

Bellingen 4 – Cyclones 1

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
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Heads held high.

Bellingen put on some perfect winter weather for a match that held much promise.  We new that we would be short 3 players for the day, and were looking to hold Bello to a draw if nothing else.   My error was have the team set with one striker, 3 mids, a stopper and 4 defenders, our goalkeeper a volunteer with our regular keeper away.  With the kick off the girls immediately started to pass the ball around really well and a goal came from a screaming run from V at the 5 minute mark following a lovely series of passes between mid and defence which denied the ball to Bello.


For the next twenty minutes the Cyclones chased down the ball at every opportunity.  Then Bello started to sub and we started to slow down.  From there on in we were on the back foot with Bello sticking a simple series of 1-2 passes down the field, using the spare player to run past our tiring defence for a goal followed quickly after by a second.  Emily in goals made some decisive saves, diving and charging without fear, both sides applauding a cracker dive to stop a hard low shot.  We were fighting back when V copped a crack through the shinpads cutting her shin badly.  Upon resumption of the play only lasted 5 minutes and along came a welcome half time.
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We know what happens next.

Now this is the good bit, the girls went out still thinking about taking it up to Bello,  A+ for attitude.  However 10 minutes in and our mids were knackered but still going.  V went back to centre back for a breather and Lauren went into the mids.  After 5 minutes a long range bomb snuck between the bar and our goalkeepers outreached arms to make it 3-1.  Now the girls went on the attack setting the field up all by themselves (what a great team to be able to re-jig quite ingeniously)  with V going to stopper, Paris into defence and Lauren up with Maddy.  Guess what, we got some terrific runs by Lauren and Maddy almost pulling a goal or two back, just stopped by some solid defence work by Bello.  Our defence on tired legs still trying to feed the mids who were sending it long for our two forwards to take on.  However a goal with 8 minutes to go saw us out of breath and time.


All Kudos to Bello for playing a thinking game, using the subs and extra player well and making the passing count.  Maybe next time.

Cold Rock award went to Emily Parks for some unbelievable keeping.

Women’s 1st Division – Round 12 (17 July 2010 vs Woolgoolga Wildcats)

This match marked the Northern Storm Breast Cancer Awareness Fundraiser day at the “Cove”.

The winless Cyclones were always going to be up against it with Woopi still smarting from a midweek loss to Urunga. Woopi came out of the blocks firing and were 2 goals up after 20 minutes. The Cyclones looking like they had consumed too much pink fairy bread and cupcakes.  As usual Cassie Wakewood was working overtime in goal but Bub Hosking was causing all the damage. 25 minutes in and Woopi were up by 3. From then on the match evened out and the Storm made a few inroads on the back of some hard work by 15 year old Lauren Hassen. Late in the half Bub Hosking was moved to striker and once again Woopi dominated going to halftime 5 up.

Woopi came out in the 2nd half in relentless fashion and were 7 up after only 8 minutes play. The Cyclones seemed to settle and held firm until Wakewood was moved out of goal to sweeper and Woopi then scored twice in 3 minutes.

With 20 left on the clock the Cyclones finally started to play with more purpose and Gabby Nash was making inroads down the left which resulted in a Jessie Reeves goal to at least get the Storm on the board. Fulltime 9 to 1 in favor of Woopi.

Bub Hosking was outstanding for Woopi but Jessie Reeves was not far behind in a well beaten side.

A big thankyou to the Woopi girls for their assistance in the fundraiser and also to the Corindi 2nd division girls who also bought up big from the cake stall.

We would also like to thank and acknowledge the assistance and help from our major sponsor the Plantation Hotel who instigated “Team Pink” day. We hope to make this an annual event for such a great cause.

Rob Manning
NSFC President
15 Girls – Round 13 (24 July 2010 vs Nambucca)

From the Sideline #10

Cyclones Vs Nambucca Head Strikers

  At Kororo, 24th July 2010

Cyclones 3 – Strikers 0

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
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Winter clear sky above us and dry grass under.  Good day for soccer.  We slowly arrived and started the warm up.  We then realised that a few players were adrift.  No Liz or Vienna.  However we did have Alexi back.  A hasty meeting with Lauren and we sorted out the placings.  A few minutes to kick of and V arrives.  Liz running late.


The whistle blows and not much really happens for five minutes as the ball bounces around the field as neither team seemed able to control it.  Then we started to get the feel and lo and behold we started some seriously good passing.  Neat triangles denying Nambucca much possession. Pushing up we poured on the pressure.  Nambucca nipping the ball at the last minute and countering.  


Now last time we played the Strikers, we got a lot more goals(6), but relied on swift counter attacks which came after Rob put one in from halfway just prior to the first half ending.  Now at Kororo we were playing a much better technical game and just not being able to net the ball.  Post holiday blues, you tell me.

Anyway 10 minutes from half time and Alexi was fed a lovely ball from V who came on at the 20 minute mark and at last we were away.  Now we were trying gentle substitutions to freshen things up.   Lauren came of to deal with a boot issues and we took the opportunity to put Rob as centre back and Liz and Casey on the sides.   


The second half was much the same as the first.  We attacked, Nambucca countered and the defence sent it back.  Here lies the difference.  We are now starting to work the ball out of the backs.  This makes for better possession play.  What makes this possible is that we are covering for each other.  When one goes forward, someone drops back into that position.  Nambucca were playing well but relying on 3 players to carry the ball forward.  They did this well. This is tiring work.  Our defence even when beaten, could turn and chase.  Our keeper rarely laid a glove on the ball, whereas last time Nambucca got of 6 genuine shots.

Our midfield was playing so well with the backs, Paris interlocking the two sections, that our forward could for all intense and purposes stay forward.


Play of the day started with a Nambucca clearance that bounced up to Dahna, who headed the ball to V, who took two steps, passed to Alexie who sent the ball into the lower net.  Followed 10 minutes later by a solid shot from V who had worked so hard all the game.


Now we had so many opportunities and missed shots that if only a 1/3 had gone in we would have an awesome for and against ratio, but such is the nature of the game.


We are playing so much better.  Passing well and backing up.  Well done ladies.

Cold Rock award went to Danha for a new level in game tenacity and her great header.

Men’s 1st Division – Round 13 (25 July 2010 vs Coffs Coast Tigers)

Heavy cloud and drizzle awaited the players at the “Cove” for the clash featuring the new competition leaders who would be without David Adjassou and the Storm who would be missing Tristan Albert, Beajay Wendt and goalkeeper Brad Palmer.

The match for the early part was an arm wrestle with Tom Frewen being tested with the ferocity of the shots from Kodjo Adjassou and the Storm strikers receiving many free kicks for dubious tackling. The Storm defence made a crucial mistake midway through the half when they stopped for a throw in however the flag stayed down and Adjassou continued on to blast one past stand in keeper Frewen. They and Adjassou soon had their second after another long ball in which the flag again stayed down despites the protests from the Storm backline. Before halftime Adjassou had his hat trick after some good passing down the left side of the field. Tom Frewen had put his body and face on the line for the entire half and his efforts kept the scoreline in check.

The second half was a different story with the Storm dominating play and they were rewarded with goal to Paul Moss after a clever header by Ryan Cole to deceive Jake Mahoney. The Storm could have had 2 or 3 more if not for Mahoney and wayward shooting. Jamie Kennedy was causing the Tigers plenty of concern with his service to his front men.

With 10 left on the clock and in control at the back a wayward back pass put Tom Frewen under pressure and Otis Barney was hand to beat Frewen to the ball and against the run of play to get the Tigers 4th. Right on fulltime a free kick was given to the Tigers and Adjassou blasted into the net to blow the score out.

The 5 to 1 scoreline was in no way a true indication of the game and the Storm looked in control for long periods but the attacking weapon of the Tigers with the long ball was always a major factor.

Best players for Kodjo Adjassou for the Tigers and Jamie Kennedy for the Storm but just behind was Tom Frewen who was great as a stand in keeper.

The Tigers now have a mind set of catch me if you can both on the field and on the ladder.

Youth League was comprehensive victory to the Tigers 5 to 1 in which 4 goals were scored in 10 minutes just after a halftime.
15 Girls – Round 14 (31 July vs Woolgoolga Waves)

From the Sideline #11

Cyclones Vs Woolgoolga waves

  At York St, 31st July 2010

Cyclones 0 –Waves 2

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

It was a very warm and humid day and the girls role up yawning from “On Show” performances, back from the snow trip and parties.  The Waves are well into their warm up routine and we are still gathering.  Our keeper sounds like a Codral add.  Still we are all here and ready to go, minus one defender.


From the start Woolgoolga attack and we are a bit scatty.  At about the five minute mark well placed ball from a Waves corner hits the soup in front of our goal and the ball finds its way into the back of the net.  Oddly enough this spurs our girls a bit and the team starts to come to life.  We start to play a tad more aggressivly, matching the physical game being played. The rest of the game and the tempostarts to lift.  We make several breaks but just cannot finish.  One neat overhead shot by V is well pulled down by a diving Waves keeper.  Maddy stops a couple of good shots one with a ground dive to her left.  Good points to date is that in our last meeting, the Waves made several blasting runs through our defence stopped only by one defender, now they are making the runs but being covered and are unable to get anywhere near as many shots on goal as previously done.


The second half hits of and Woolgoolga attack immediately and our girls really go them with some wonderful defending of the ball, passing consistently and talking to each other.  Paris working well as stopper, Lauren as a deep centre back.   Casey intercepting any loose ball or isolated player.  Rob backing the right hand girls up wonderfully.  So  Alexie makes a wonderful run down the left, worked her way around the defence and passed across goal where Maddy makes good contact sending the ball skimming past the post.  The crowd are enthralled with the battle.  Then 12 minutes before the end and another Waves corner comes in, our keeper makes good position, gets above everyone else takes the ball which, in the nature of the game, bounces out of her hands and into the net. Que Serra.  The girls do not give up and our midfield and forwards crawl all over the Waves defence much bolstered by there mids but it was not to be.


Play of the day was in the first half as Emily chases after the ball in a running race with a Waves player.  The Waves player shoulder charges Em who caught off guard is pushed of the ball.  4 minutes later the same scenario with the same players. This time however Em is hardly moved by the shoulder charge and gives the same back pushing the heavier Waves player into an untenable position.  The look on the Waves girl face was priceless.  Go Em.

Cold Rock award goes to Casey 

Men’s 1st Division – Round 15 (8 August 2010 vs Woolgoolga Wolves)

A stunning day greeted a small crowd at the “Cove” for which both teams had different agendas. Woopi were desperate to break into the four relying on other results and racking up a big score. Storm on the other hand had selected a side containing 5 players aged between 15 and 17 with an eye firmly focused on the future. The Storm had been dealt a big blow during the week losing both goalkeepers for the season.

The match started and as has been the story of the season the Storm looked on top early. Jamie Kennedy was causing havoc on the right wing but any opportunities he created were being diffused by big Stan Russ. The early chances missed by the Storm seemed to deflate them and spur on Woopi who were now getting into a passing game. Woopi had some longer range chances but new custodian Adrian Keegan was safe and directing his backline superbly.

Midway through the half a lapse from two set plays brought the Storm undone with Mark Coster on hand to put away 2 goals in five minutes. Up until now the honours had been even but as has been the story all year for the Storm they were now chasing a deficit.

Ryan Cole was well marked but still making inroads and opportunities and the best for the Storm dropped to young Jarran Pfefferkorn who blasted a shot that was brilliantly taken by Alex Byrne despite it nearly cutting him in half.

The second half started off in pedestrian fashion and only a few shots in anger troubled both keepers. Cole was now chasing everything and everyone and delighting the crowd with his pace and skill.

With 20 minutes left the Storm awoke and attacked the Woopi backline willingly and with Tristan Albert now on the park opportunities were more frequent. A blatant hand ball in the area went unpunished and could have changed the game if given. Still the Storm pounded away but Woopi held firm knowing what was at stake for their season.

Fulltime came at 2 nil to Woopi in apart from a 5 minute lapse by the Storm a very even affair. All the young players for the Storm acquitted themselves well and are the club’s future.

Best player awards went Anthony Baston for Woopi and Alex Jones for the Storm.

15 Girls – Round 16 (14 August 2010 vs Corindi)

From the Sideline #13

15 Cyclones Vs Corindi Red Rock Breakers

  At York St, 14th August 2010

Cyclones 4 – Corindi 1

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions
Cold Wind

Clear sunny skies and a kidney freezing wind welcomed us as we head towards the semi’s.  Corindi having forfeited the first game left us with no clue as to how they played.  To make things really interesting a text from Tarryn our left winger, told us that she would not be able to play the rest of the season having recently broken her thumb in a bike accident on camp (Goose).


So kick-off and into the wind which mercifully died down slightly.  The ball makes it way back to our defence where a too cute pass between our defenders sees the ball placed to the feet of a cruising Corindi forward who could not believe her luck.  Fortunately she was run down quickly and some animated chat among our backs took place.


The wind was playing havoc with all the player’s ball control and the Cyclones settled in first with Vienna making a lovely run to net the first goal at the 5 min mark.  Corindi however were not going to let that one go and after several defensive errors, they got a run and in some confusion put it past the keeper.


Now we perked up (these ladies always play better under pressure), and in a well timed run, Maddy received the ball from a Vienna cross, trapping it dead and alone in front of goal.  Two one.

From there on in the Cyclones pretty well dominated the game with many runs on the Corindi line, but thanks to their goalkeeper and Centre back, came to nought.


Shortly before half time Vienna put her second away in a clear indication of things to come.

Second half and Corindi had a strong gusty wind in their face.  The keeper had trouble clearing and any bigger kicks simply died half way.  The ball just would not take to being walloped.  The Cyclones used low long passes and runs to push up.  Emily cottoned on that she had speed to spare against a tiring defence and poured it on and, with encouragement, took one from halfway to the goal box and pushed one passed a charging keeper.


The first team to play the windy conditions had the advantage and we did this.  Corindi just could not seem to get the ball to go where they wanted it a lot of the time.  This was handy as our defence was not having its best game & we only have one sub. However on balance our mids were controlling the ball well and our forwards were co-ordinating nicely thankyou.  We play the third place Tigers next.  Should be a snorter.
Men’s 1st Division – Round 16 (14 August 2010 vs Maclean Bobcats)

STORM OUTLAST BOBCATS

A depleted Storm squad made the annual journey to Maclean very upbeat about their chances and quietly confident.

After a very unusual Youth League match where yellow was the color of the day the match kicked off. Maclean dropped into their crisp passing game but the defensive structure set out by coach Breton was holding firm and that combined with Adrian Keegan’s excellent keeping was frustrating the home side. Robinson was continually searching for space but was well marked by Nathan Skinner and Frank La Spada was cleaning up any scraps. The real battle was on the left with Jeremy Walters up against Michael Turner and it was to continue for nearly all the match. Despite having an abundance of ball Maclean were on most occasions shooting from outside their comfort zone and not really on their game. With Aaron Bylos not available the Bobcats seem to rush their game and panic on occasions.

After half an hour a well worked midfield move found the flying Ryan Cole who attracted 2 defenders and he calmly passed off to Tristan Albert whose shot eluded the keeper to put the Storm up by 1. It must be said the poor surface did not assist either keeper so that was making Adrian Keegan’s performance for the Storm even more outstanding. Halftime and the Storm were up and the crowd was quiet.

The 2nd half was more of the same but the Storm were creating nice chances down the right and the pace of Albert and Cole put extreme pressure on the Bobcat’s backline. As the half wore on and the yellow cards were continually in the air the small band of Storm supporters gained confidence and hope that maybe today luck would be on their side.

With time almost up a clash in the area was waved play on by the referee however his assistant was boldly waving his flag. After a brief discussion a penalty was given on the spot. Travis Armstrong stepped up and beat Keegan who went the right way only to hear the referee’s whistle call them back for a false start. Would the Storm keep riding their luck, Armstrong stepped up again and this time didn’t even trouble Keegan blasting the ball well over the bar and almost out of the park.

From the goal kick the whistle blew for fulltime and Maclean were devastated. Both sides retired back to the Maclean Bowling club and the Storm boys could look forward to a great bus trip home.

Men of the match were Adrian Keegan and Kevin Crofton

Youth League was a win to Maclean 6 goals to 2 in a game dominated by the referee and his pack of 52 yellow cards. The Storm fielded a very young side which was to be guided round the park by “Boss Breton” who not only brought the average up but got on the scorecard.
15 Girls – Round 17 (21 August 2010 vs Coffs Tigers)
From the Sideline #14

15 Cyclones Vs Tigers

  At Polwarth Drive, 21st August 2010

Tigers 2 – Cyclones 2

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

Close Game

Given the Tigers recent form it was always going to shape up into a ripper game and that’s what happened.


The first half and after 10 minutes of half asleep wondering around with the Tigers constantly attacking our goal and some physical tackling. After a serried of particularly hard tackles we all of a sudden came alive and shot forward.  This generated some momentum and we started to give back some attacking play exposing the Tigers 4 person defence as flat.  In one of those moments where we found ourselves in front of goal, Alexi sneaks one through the crowd to score, all players move back to the centre spot only to have the ref in consultation with a linesman, call a goal kick in one of the more controversial moments of the game as some indistinct calling led to confusion and have the players and crowd hear a whistle indicating a goal but was actually a call of offside. The Tigers kept attacking and in a Harry moment, the Tigers get a penalty following a hand ball.  It was all down to Maddy.  The Tiger girls moves in, shoots and Maddy takes the ball without moving. Our backs are now up, the girls really come alive with our wings blasting down the lines and in a quick counterattack, Vienna with Alexi, mowed through with V netting our first clear goal.  This was followed shortly by out second goal after a jolly good individual run by V to bang one in from 18 yards.  Thus endeth the first half.


The second half started with the Tigers coming out of the box and charging our lines, catching the girls off guard. The Tigers move in for the kill but are headed of following some scrappy but tenacious defence. We counter, they counter and so it went for 20 minutes and then the Tigers following some lovely passing, draw our defence out of position and pass to an unmarked player at the top of the 18 Yard box who slots it into the net.  We then seemed to loose our way a bit as the girls tried hard to counter and defend. The Tigers had set with 4 defenders and a stopper. The back were willing to work it out. We lost the passing game with ours going wide and being picked up by the Tigers mid.  Individually the girls ran their hearts out but with tired legs and the Tigers gaining confidence with 5 minutes to go the Tigers repeat the first goal tactic and its 2 apiece.  So it ends and now we play the Tigers in the first elimination round at Polwarth.  With both teams looking to take on the loser between Bello and the Waves, this game will pale into a mere shadow as both teams go for it.  We have one more game between then and now and we will hope to regain our composure.

Women’s 1st Division – Round 17 (21 August 2010 vs Corindi Red Rock Breakers)

After an encouraging performance against Boambee the previous week the new look young Cyclones would face another stern test against Corindi who for the first time in many years would not be playing finals.

The Cyclones who have drafted several 15 year olds into the team found the experienced Breakers girls tough and chased the ball early in the match. To their credit they settled down and were unsettling the Corindi setting an offside trap that was effective. Corindi scored after the flag stayed down and were very lucky to be up by 1. The Cyclones then had 3 scoring chances with Jessie Reeves and Amanda Riley hitting shots that skimmed the bar and young Paris Wardell cutting through for 1 on 1 with Chloe Bartlett but inexperience saved the scorers. A great effort by the 15 year old. Corindi then scored a nice goal with some good interchange passing. Halftime and Corindi up by 2 but the Cyclones had had the better of the half.

Soon after halftime the Cyclones pulled 1 back after some good play that pressured the Breakers backline. This seemed to stun the Corindi girls who then got back to business with some good passing and tough play with Kaneisha Warren usually involved. Cassie Wakewood was at her normal best and the battle between Emma-Jane Manning and Kaneisha Warren was heating up as is usually the case.

Disaster for the Cyclones came after Wakewood kicked out from goal and a misguided attempted back heel fell to the Corindi strikers who through numbers got their 3rd goal. They soon scored again but to their credit the young Cyclones kept attacking and Elicia Webber was unlucky on 2 ocassions. Final score was 4 to 1 to Corindi but with more experience the Cyclones could have reversed the result.

Rob Manning
NSFC
Men’s 1st Division – Round 17 (22 August 2010 vs Coffs United Lions)

A windy day at the “Cove” saw a good crowd arrive to see 2 teams who had last start wins.

Coffs with no Ben Mackay and Flipper Wiseman on the bench were quick off the mark and the Storm spent most of their time defending. It was obvious early that the Storm were off their game and nowhere near the frame of mind they had the previous week. Midway through the half an injury forced Nathan Silvy from the field and brought Flipper Wiseman on. Still the Storm scrapped in the danger zone with Frank La Spada leading the way. It took some Wiseman magic from outside the box to finally open the scoring and beating Keg Keegan. Halftime the Lions led 1 nil but the writing was on the wall.

The 2nd half saw Coffs come out and chase everything down and put pressure on the Storm passing game which can be described as ordinary at best on this performance.

During the half Coffs would score 3 more goals through pressure, communication and good passing not to mention the ever deteriorating game of the Storm. Coffs appear to be peaking at the right time of the season and again will be hard to hold out. 

The less said about this performance by the Storm the better although Frank La Spada can hold his head high as the score would have been much worse without him.

On a positive note young striker Ryan Cole may have played his last game at the “Cove” as he weighs up offers from the Gold Coast and Sydney. Whilst the Storm will sorely miss Ryan who is a local junior we wish him all the best if he does decide to accept these offers.

Youth League was another indifferent performance by the Storm but again the bright light there is 2 good goals by Robbie Bradford and another performance by Mitchy Beal from our U/16s. Best for Coffs was Tim Higgins who is also another Storm junior.
15 Girls – Round 18 (28 August 2010 vs Urunga)

From the Sideline #15


15 Cyclones Vs Urunga Raiders


  At Urunga, 28th August 2010

Urunga 1 – Cyclones 2

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

End Game

So to Urunga we went, the result would not change the positions for either teams as the Cyclones were two games clear. This was handy as we had no regular keeper following a clash with a forward the previous week.  So we used this game to try a completely new setup for the team for the first half and then the girls could set up as they wanted in the second half. Keepers withstanding.


The game opens up and we attack the ball pretty well straight away.  We are definitely down on our usual level of support for a fired up midfield as illness and injury 

took the edge of a few of our players.  It was obvious that Urunga had a few really strong players that dominated the air and their own zone….and we had ours that were good on the ground.  At about the 15 minute mark, Alexi gets her first goal of the match following a neat series of passes and a snappy run in from V , and then after 25 minutes we put the ball away  follwing  a free kick sent perfectly in by V to be pushed away by the keeper…..straight to Alexi who dug it out of the soup to send it home.  As an aside, most teams have an overall strong point, ours is our speed and fitness, Urunga’s is in the air.  They got to the ball in the air by strength and determination.  This upset our midfield play a bit.  We are working on it though.


Second half and a change of keepers and the girls got to do whatever they liked.  Setting a very imaginative 4-3-3 for an attacking play, the Urunga mids really dominated as they ran 4 with a shallow forward as a 5th mid/forward.  We counter attacked by runs down the wings but could not convert another goal. V plastered the goal and took on the defence but it was a frustrating game.  Our keeper stopped many shots on goal but eventually some slow and fractured defence allowed unattended Urunga players in centre of goal and the inevitable happened.  


In what seemed the longest half of the year, we hung on grimly.  Even with nothing to lose or gain both sides had a fair dinkum go.  If Urunga can keep their core players for next season, I imagine the top four will be a closer run thing.


I would like to take this opportunity in the last full match report for season 2010 to thank everyone who has supported, assisted, driven players , provided oranges, bandaides and been passionate supporters of the Cyclones.  It makes a huge difference to have someone cheering you on, but win or lose girls, we love you all. 

Go Cyclones, go!
15 Girls – Minor Semi-Final (4 September 2010 vs Coffs Coast Tigers)
From the Sideline #16


15 Cyclones Vs Coffs Coast Tigers


  At Polwarth Ave, 4th September 2010

Tigers 0 – Cyclones 2

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

Digging Deep

With rain intermittently pouring down, we were grateful to have the opportunity of playing a game at all at this crucial juncture.  So we role up and are proceeding with our warm up with 5 minutes to go by my watch.  Ooops my watch is slow.  The ref call us on and we are way over the other side.  The girls race over and get on field with two missing.  Where are Paris and Liz?  The pair stroll from the loos oblivious of the teams on the field.  


Anyway we are of and the first thing that happens is a body charge on Rob.  Free kick and away.  The first half sees us grappling for position as we had not discussed our set up and the girls do well and settle down.  The slippery conditions creating havoc with balance and clean strikes of the ball.  The Tigers dominate midfield with some very aggressive tackling but we make a lot more of our opportunities to press home attacks.  At about the 20 minute mark Iulia gets a crunching tackle into her ankle and is sidelined for the rest of the game.  We have NO subs.  The Tigers seem to have a full bench.  The Cyclones really go for it with some amazing runs by V and Alexi, Paris starting to fire up, Dahna checking the Tigers central player really well, the defensive team holding firm despite a series of very well orchestrated runs down our right hand side.  Emily was covering so much ground so quickly and giving the Tigers no peace.  Maddy up front was pushing down keeping some ‘Tigers back.  Half time and the girls are elated but tired, V is exhausted and we now make some crucial decisions.


V drops back for a breather, Paris moves to wing.  Kick off and much the same events occur with Tigers attacking and us countering quickly. The ref pulling up most of the rough stuff.  In the last 5 minutes the Tigers are all over our goal with corners and free kicks but we hold on to go to full time.


Now we go to the 10 minute halves.  Anything but penalties.  We kick of and the rest has done wonders for V who shoots forward with Alexie, Maddy and Em.  Alahna Rosewood comes out and V snicks one over her head and scores.  The Cyclone supporters and one coach go wild.  The Tigers are starting to tire with some miskicks.  Our girls are lifting noticeably.


We go to the second half and four minutes on a skidding ball is sent from our backs to the wing, Emily and V combine to take the ball down the side to just outside the 18 and send it across face of goal where the keeper just can’t quite control it and a loitering Alexie, free of defenders steadies a bobbling ball and passes it into the net.  The Cyclones and supporters go ever wilder.  A mass change in the Tigers team comes to no avail.  The girls arrange a lovely set with Lauren Hasson pushing up the centre on fresh legs and V holding the fort.  Liz in an unaccustomed midfield position chokes many runs.


We have heart and grit.  The girls played for 90 minutes mostly without a sub, hustling and making the Tigers work for every ball.  Well done ladies you lifted and showed great character.  Can we sniff the finals?  We will soon find out.

15 Girls – Elimination Final (11 September 2010 vs Bellingen De Vannas)

From the Sideline #17


15 Cyclones Vs Belliingen De

Semi – Final 

  At Bellingen, 11th September 2010

Bellingen 0 – Cyclones 1

Sponsored by Robin Snow Constructions

Long Road

Well there we were, 70 potential minutes from a Grand Final and Bello put on magnificent weather for us.  It was a little weird being the only game on but with all the supporters from both teams our little field was buzzing with excitement with a real Gala day feel about it.  Both teams get on really well and always enjoy playing each other. In our all blue away strip we took to the field with the slight downhill advantage but into a light breeze.


From the outset the Cyclones looked very together, if a little flat on there usual high level of energy.  Bellingen started with their very good passing game.  The Cyclones made some early probing attacks which Bellingen repulsed and set counter attacks from their midfield.  The Cyclones looking slightly more dangerous.  Then at the 10 minute mark a lovely touch pass from Rob to Vienna , Vienna two touched a well weighted ball through to the feet of Alexi who made a neat pass into the net passed a charging keeper.


The game settles down with both sides attacking well. The Cyclones going direct and Bello working the wings.  Then Julia’s ankle, still suffering from the previous match, starts to play up so off she comes.  Half time and we know that Bello will have the downhill advantage.  A quick shuffle sees Lauren to mids, V to defence and Paris out on left wing.


The second half continues in much the same vein as the first half but Bello now going downhill.  Julia is on for two minutes and its obvious she in unable to run after the ball.  A very dejected young lady is sidelined for the remains of the game.  We are closely marking Sam the Bello midfield, to try to minimize Bello’s ablility to feed longer balls forward and all is going OK and then…….. a 25 metre shot from Sam cannons into Casey, gets caught between elbow and knee and it’s a penalty.  You could hear a pin drop.  The taker runs in and pushes the ball to the keepers left and just to the outside of the post.  We breath again.


Back to the game and it’s on for young and old.  The next highlight being Maddy taking the ball to the far side  of the box and sending it across the face where Alexi runs on to a ball snicked by a defender as the keeper runs out.  The ball bobbles and moves around until the keeper eventually gets control.  Then Bello wind up and attack and attack forcing us to defend but the girls are putting the body on the line in solid defence where we were finally able to mark up one-on-one for most of the game and clear the lines.  After a quiet season Rob is back on par and intercepting the ball and passing with confidence and good tactic.  Liz is checking a lone Bello player, V acting as sweeper, Dahna marking well, in fact everyone is doing their bit to chase down and move the ball in one of our better games.


Full time and its cheers all round, Bello wishing us luck and one more game to go.


Well done ladies on a tough season Grand Final Berth.

